VFP-62 First Reunion
Mobile, Alabama 

April 3 – 6, 2008
Schedule of Events
 Tuesday, April 1
OPTIONAL Early Bird Arrival
13:00 - 16:00 

Check In



          
Dinner on Your Own 

Wednesday, April 2
OPTIONAL - Early Bird Tour of National Museum of Naval Aviation (NMNA), NAS Pensacola



Complimentary full hot Buffet Breakfast
07:00 


Travel on your own to NMNA Pensacola

08:30 


Blue Angels Practice Demonstration

09:30


Tour NMNA Exhibits

12:30 


Lunch

13:30


Tour NMNA Exhibit

TBD


Return to Hotel & Dinner on your own
Thursday, April 3
Arrival Day 
14:00 - 18:00
Check-In and Reunion Registration at Ashbury Hotel.  We will have a table setup to greet you.   Dinner on your own. Hotel Shuttle Service available (schedule at desk)

20:00 – taps
Reception Social Gathering for VFP-62/63, Guests, and all other attendees wishing to join us.  Squadron memorabilia display; a time to renew old friendships and make new ones.  Room: Par 118.

 Friday, April 4
Self Directed Tours & Hospitality Room



Complimentary full hot Buffet Breakfast

09:00 - 15:00
Self-Directed - Shuttle service available to nearby shopping and restaurants (schedule at hotel desk) Hotel facilities: indoor/outdoor pools, & fitness center
15:00 - 18:00 
Welcome Aboard Hospitality Room (Magnolia A & B rooms) for VFP-62/63, guests, and all other attendees wishing to join us.  Hors d' Oeuvres & Cash Bar
Dinner on your own
We encourage groups to form for reunions with new and old friends.  Shuttle Service is available to nearby restaurants.  Schedule at Hotel Desk.  Recommendations will be available.     

Saturday April 5
USS Alabama Breakfast, RF-8 Dedication Ceremony,

Lunch and Tour of Battleship Park,

Banquet
07:30 


Depart for Battleship Park   We will car pool and schedule taxis
08:15 - 09:30
Traditional Southern Breakfast Aboard Battleship USS Alabama (Park Admission included)
09:45 – 11:30
 
Dedication Ceremonies for RF-8 145645 

12:00 -13:30 

Lunch in Hanger Area 

· View RF-8 exhibit & VFP-62 memorabilia 

· Social gathering around RF-8 145645

13:30-15:00 

Tour Battleship Park Exhibits
17:00-21:00 

Banquet at Ashbury Hotel. Magnolia A & B Rooms 
17:00 – 18:00  
Before dinner, review the VFP-62 Memorabilia Table
18:00


Dinner Served in Banquet Room (Jasmine 3 & 4)
20:00 – 21:00 

Guest Speakers

· Ken Jack, Master of Ceremonies

· Capt. Mo Hayes, Last Commanding Officer VFP-62 (1967-68)
· LCDR  Scott Ruby, Pilot VFP-63  (1964-65 & 1970-76)
Sunday April 6
Departure
 


Complimentary full Breakfast

10:00-11:00 

Check-Out)
Have a Safe Trip Home
[image: image1.png]



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND REUNION ROSTER
· Bill Tunnell, Executive Director, Battleship Park,  for the restoration of RF8 Bureau Number 145645 as a VFP-62 RF8 Crusader of the Cuban Missile Crisis era.

· Jim Curry, RF8 Dedication Ceremony, VFP-62 memorabilia

· Capt. W. B. Ecker, CO VFP-62 Cuban Missile Crisis, Russian missile recon-photos & VFP-62 lighter for exhibit case.

· John Sees: Welcome Aboard Package, photos, RF8 Dedication Ceremony organization and Reunion Co-Chairman

· Owen Miller, Battleship Park: “Program Crusader” (The Restoration of RF8 Bureau Number 145645, interface assistance for reunion planning, VFP-62 Patch, VFP-62 memorabilia collection, public relations, and dedication to duty and preserving military history.
· Mike Thompson, Battleship Park, for dedicated expertise in the restoration of RF8 Bureau Number 145645

· VC-62, VFP-62 and VFP-63 squadron members and their guests for supporting this the “First Ever VFP-62 Reunion”.

· Mo Hayes, VFP-62 CO and Scott Ruby, VFP-63 pilot, Banquet Guest Speakers

· Pete Wallace for his financial support for vfp62.com

· VFP-62 squadron members and others who have supported vfp62.com

· YOU, for supporting this “First Ever VFP-62 Reunion”

Reunion Attendance Roster

· Gail Bailey, Cdr VFP-63 July 1971 - June 1972, Commanding Officer at NAS Miramar; Detachments: Midway, FDR, Coral Sea; Bon Home Richard; Hancock; Photo Lab Miramar

· Wes & Dee Bartlett, AI/PI VFP-62 1963-1966; Det 42 (FDR) June-Dec 1965; Det 65 Feb-Oct 1964 Enterprise- Operation Sea-Orbit; Det 59 Forrestal 1963

· Charles Browning, AE2, VFP-62, 1957 - 1960; Detachments: 43-58 USS Saratoga

· Jim Brumm, JO3, 1960-62 VFP-62;Admin Office; post-VFP-62 Seabee press liaison at  DaNang 

· Jim & Terry Curry, Capt. USN Ret, VFP-62 pilot 1961-63, Detachments: Det 33 Intrepid Aug '61 - Feb '62; Forrestal July '62; Enterprise Aug-Sept '62, Oct-Nov '62; Feb-Aug '63; Cuban Missile Crisis Pilot; retired from active duty in 1990 as the Deputy Navy Inspector General. Other Fleet squadron tours included VF-154 in F-4s during Vietnam (1967 to 69), XO of Topgun in 70 to 71, and XO and CO of VF-151 with F-4s on the USS midway home-ported in Japan from 1974 to 77

· Jack Davis & guests Stephen & Wendy Bevan, ADC (Ret) VFP-62 1960-63; Dets USS Shangri La & USS Enterprise (Cuban Missile Crisis)

· John 'Lightnin' & Beth Davison, Cdr USN Ret, VFP-63 pilot; Det One Kitty Hawk 1979 & 1981

· John & Fran DeChant, Cdr USN Ret, VFP-62 pilot 1960-64, Maintenance Officer during the Cuban Missile Crisis; Det 42 (FDR) 1960; Det 33 (Intrepid) 1961; Det 62 (Independence) 1962-63; Det 38 (Shangri La) briefly
· Bob & Liz Deputy, VFP-62 pilot 1964-67;  Det 38 on Shangri-La (Jan 1965 - Nov 1965); Det 59 on Forrestal (replacing Jim Shaver, whose wife was ill) (Dec 1965 - April 1966); Det 38 again to Caribb/Guantanamo (June - July 1966); Det 42 on FDR/ Yankee Station  (replacing Lt. Norm Bundy) (Sept 1966 - Feb 1967)

· David Duke & guest Rich Thompson, AM2, VC-62 1953-1956; member of the VC62 detachment aboard the U.S.S. Bennington during the explosion in 1954

· Ed & Sandy Feeks, Capt. USN Ret, VFP-62 pilot Oct 1962 - June 1964; Cuban Missile Crisis

· Richard & Maria Flake, AMS2 (Retired as AMSC), VFP-62 1960-63; Detachments: Det 43 Saratoga 1961-62; Key West Boca Chika 1962 (Cuban Missile Crisis)

· Norm Green, Cdr. USN Ret, VFP-62 1964 - 1967: Detachments: Det 62 Independence Aug '64 - Nov '64; Det 38 Shangri La Mar 65 - Sept 65; Det 42 FDR May '66 - Dec '66 (Vietnam Detachment).  Norm's damaged RF8 is pictured on "Vietnam Operations"

· Ernest Halley, DK3, VFP-62 1962-63: TAD to the Disbursing Office, at Cecil Field

· Mo & June Hayes, Capt. VFP-62 1965-68; Det 42 (FDR) 1966; Last Commanding Officer of VFP-62 before decomissioning

· Bruce Holden, AZ3, VFP-62 1967 (Maintenance Control/Logs and Records); ships: Kitty Hawk, Kennedy, Nimitz; squadrons VR-1, VQ-4, VAQ-135 

· Ken Jack, PH2, 1960-63 VFP-62 (webmaster vfp62.com); Detachments: Shangri La ('60-61), Forrestal ('62-63)

· Len Johnson, Capt. USN Ret, 1965-1968 VFP-63, replacement pilot VFP-62 Shangri La det 1968; VFP-63 Det Lima (Hancock) 1966; Det Bravo (Hancock) 1967

· John LaGrant, ADJ3, VFP-62 1962-64; Saratoga Med cruise 1963; Cuban Missile Crisis Det Key West Fl

· Charles & Joyce Lancaster, VFP-62 1963-66; Detachments: USS Forrestal 1965-66; USS Enterprise 1964-65

· Tom & Eldora Larson, LCDR VFP-62 pilot 1962 - 1964; Detachments: Det 59 (Forrestal) 1962; Det 65 (Enterprise) 1964

· Frank "fang" Liberato, Capt, USN Ret, VFP-62 pilot circa 1962, OinC Enterprise Detachment;  Cuban Missile Crisis pilot

· Don & Judy McCoy, LCDR, VFP-62, 1962-66 pilot; Det 38 Med 1963-1964; Det 65 Med 1964; Det 42 Med 1965

· Adam Miklovis, Capt. USN Ret., Nov 1960- Jan 63 VFP-62, Det 33 Intrepid 1961-62; Det 59 Forrestal Aug 1962- Jan 1963; Photo Intel Officer; Also CO Intel Group at Willow Grove; post-Navy: worked on a radar system for a program still on-going called AEGIS

· Larry & June Moller, ATN3, VFP-62 1956-58, "Went aboard the Roosevelt, CVA 42 in 1957. When left we were stationed at NAS Jacksonville. We arrived back at Mayport on March 5, 1958. The squadron had moved while we were gone."
· George Montgomery, PN2 VFP-62; Forrestal Detachment 1964-65;
· Jim "Mugs" Morgan & Guests: Dave & Susie Roush, Dave Cunningham, Col USAF Ret, VFP-63 1970-72 (exchange pilot); Detachments: Det 3 USS Midway Apr-Nov 1971

· Bill Newby PHCM USN Ret, PH2 VFP-62, 1961-62 ; Forrestal Buildup early '62; Nov '62 Enterprise Cuba Blockade; Enterprise: Med '63

· Dave & Dorothy Olson, AMS3, 1955-58 VC-62/VFP-62; car-quals & Det 37 FDR 1957, Forrestal, Saratoga
· Lee S. and Cheryl Perrin. VFP 62 1964 until the end of the FDR Vietnam cruise (extended 10 months to do it). He was also on Det 59 July 1964 -Mar 65
· Tom and Pat Pinkley, ADJ2, VFP-62 1964-65; Forrestal Detachment 1964-65; pre-VFP-62 NS Rota Spain

· Scott Ruby, LCDR, VFP-63 pilot, VFP-63 from 1961-1965, and again 1970-1976; Detachments: USS Ranger '62-'63; USS Midway '63-64, 1965, 1971

· Lee & Sis Schalon, pilot, VFP-62 1962-65; Det 62 (Independence) 1963-64; Det 42 (FDR) 1965

· John Sees, PH2, VFP-62, 1962-65, (reunion co-chairman)Detachments: Enterprise (63), Forrestal (1964), FDR 

· Bob Sees, Major US Army, brother of John Sees & guest Capt. Burt Troxler,  25th Division Veterans of Vietnam War
· Dave Stokes, ADJ3, VC62/VFP-62, 1957- 1958; Det 45 1958 USS Essex

· Robert Strong, PR3 VFP-62; April 1963 - Aug 1966; Det 38; Det 42 June 1965; Det 59 Forrestal; Det 60 Saratoga; Det 62 Independence and Det 65 Enterprise Feb 1964

· Marion & Cynthia Swinford, ADJ3, VFP-62 May 1957- Nov 1960; Detachments: Essex; Forrestal; Saratoga (Feb - July 58); post-VFP-62: VA-43, VA-76; Enterprise Viet Nam

· Gerald Tucker, 1962-65, Saratoga: Jan-Oct '63; Forrestal: Nov '64 - Mar '65

· James Tucker (brother of Gerald), VFP-62 1960-63; USS Independence Mar-Dec 1961 

· Pete Wallace, ADJ2, VFP-62, 1962-64 (co-sponsor of vfp62.com): Enterprise Det ('64-65), shake-down cruises Independence & Constellation

· Ray & Linda Wittenauer, ADJ2 VFP-62 1961-64; Retired AFCM from USNR; USS Independence Det-62 Med Cruise 1962 and Cuban Missile Crisis.

· Vinnie & Joan Zabicki, ADJ3 VFP-62 1959-63, Detachments: Shangri La: Feb - July '62 & Independence: Aug '60 Feb '61 & Cuban Missile Crisis at Key West: Oct. '62

